64          VASCO NUNEZ AND THE NATIVES

search of food; and in all these journeys Vasco
Nunez was not only with. Ms men, but leading
them, and pioneering the way through dense
forests and fetid swamps. Sometimes he had to
take them for a league or more stripped naked,
with their clothes on shields on their heads ; then
through dense forest, then another morass; and
this for many days, to obtain supplies and induce
the natives to trade.

One secret of the success of Vasco Nunez was
his constant care to prevent the natives from being
robbed or ill-treated. Excepting some savage
tribes to the south, he was successful in drawing
them into friendship. They were very friendly
when fairly treated, but valiant and indomitable
when attacked or attempted to be enslaved.
Vasco Nunez, by his wise policy of conciliation,
obtained much information from them. He was
welcomed by the chiefs in their houses, and gained'
influence over them, especially over two powerful
rulers in the isthmus named Careta, lord of Coiba,
and Comogue. He found them in a beautiful
country, clear of forest, except groves of trees
near the banks of mountain streams.

There were no villages, each chief having a
few houses close together on his land where the